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And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth
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%, 1. The Hebrew Equivalents of the Greek Terms for “Word.” The roots ’mr and dbr are the main equivalents for 16gos, l6gion, rhéma, and rhésis.
The former has a more poetic reference when used for “saying” (cf. Pss. 19:2-3; 68:11; Job 22:28?), and the latter offers the classical terms for
“word” in history, law, prophecy, and poetry. Etymologically the root sense seems to be “back.” The reference, then, is to the background or
content or meaning of what is said. In speech the content stands for the thing. The thing thus takes on a historical element in its word. The word
(dabar) contains a thought. It makes a thing known, so that to grasp the word is to grasp the thought. But the word is also dynamic. It is filled

with a power which is felt by those who receive it but which is present independently of such reception. As the prophets see and proclaim, these
two aspects are most forcefully to be seen in God’s word. Kittel Ntt. Dic, logos
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